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REGENERATE Regional Project Launched
to Promote Gender Justice and Sexual
Rights in Asia Pacific

Bangkok, Thailand, 12 June 2024 - APCASO
proudly announces the launch of the REGENERATE

Project, a transformative initiative aimed at
advancing gender justice and sexual rights across
the Asia Pacific region. This groundbreaking project
is supported by L'Initiative implemented by
Expertise France’'s and in collaboration with our
country partners including KHANA, Cambodia,
SWING, Thailand and SCDI Vietham marks a
significant step towards addressing long-standing
gaps in health policies and services related to HIV,
TB, and Malaria.

The objective of the kick-off meeting for the project
was multifaceted, aiming to achieve several key
goals. Firstly, it sought to foster a comprehensive
understanding of the project, encompassing its
objectives and the expectations held by APCASO
and country partners. This understanding includes
promoting cross-learning and ensuring clarity on
roles and responsibilities across all stakeholders.
Secondly, the meeting aimed to facilitate the
discussion and finalization of crucial program
documents and operational details, ensuring
alignment with overarching project goals. Lastly, it
endeavored to harmonize regional and country-
specific project activities, fostering cohesion and
synergy in implementation efforts to maximize
impact and efficiency. Through these objectives, the
kick-off meeting set the stage for a collaborative
and effective start to the REGENERATE project.
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Key Highlights of the REGENERATE Kick-
Off Meeting:

According to RD Marte, Executive Director of
APCASO, the REGENERATE Project aligns
strategically with APCASOQO’'s 2021-2030 plan,
focusing on community system strengthening,
human rights, and gender transformation. It aims to
amplify the voices of women, girls, and people of
diverse sexualities, ensuring their inclusion in health
discussions and policy-making processes.Ms.
Marte emphasized the project’'s importance in filling
critical gaps identified by regional partners. She
remarked,

This project is a testament
to APCASO’s commitment
to creating a more
inclusive and equitable
health landscape by

amplifying the voices of
key women, girls, and
diverse sexualities,
ensuring they are finally
heard and seen.

RD Marte, Executive Director of APCASO

Mr. Choub Sok Chamreun, Director of KHANA
emphasized that the project aligns with their
strategic goals of advocating for gender justice and
sexual rights, crucial for comprehensive health
outcomes. He noted that this collaboration
highlights a shared commitment to promoting
diversity, rights, and gender equality. Mr. Chamrong,
Co-Founder and Deputy Director for SWING added
that their organization, which represents LGBT
people and sex workers, has often been overlooked
by policies and budgets that only recognized female
sex workers. With this project, terms like diversity
and gender justice are now included, acknowledging
LGBT individuals and sex workers. Mr. Chamrong
expressed gratitude for this recognition.
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The visionary leadership of the partner
organizations was evident as Dr Khuat Thi Hai Oanh
(put position) of SCDI shared her vision for inclusive
gender justice, drawing on her organization’s
grassroots advocacy experience. She noted that the
REGENERATE Project has the potential to spark a
broader movement beyond health interventions,
rooted in principles of equality and collaboration,
highlighting the project’s transformative potential.

Mr. Eric Fleutelot, Technical Director for the Health
Department of L'Initiative reiterated France’s
commitment to gender equality and sexual rights,
aligning closely with the project’s objectives. He
remarked,
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Inclusive policies and
active participation from
all genders in health
governance are crucial
for challenging traditional
norms and advocating for
comprehensive
rights-based approaches.

Mr. Eric Fleutelot, Technical Director for the Health
Department of L'Initiative reiterated France's

o

The REGENERATE Project's programmatic focus
includes movement building, capacity
strengthening, and advocacy. These pillars aim to
establish  civil society platforms, enhance
operational understanding of gender justice, and
integrate sexual rights into health programming.
The launch of the Asia Pacific Civil Society
Leadership and Learning Institute will empower
activists and leaders in advocating for sexual rights
and gender justice, serving as a hub for knowledge
exchange and capacity-building.

On June 12, 2024, APCASO, with its esteemed
partners, celebrated a historic milestone with the
signing of the Regional Gender Justice and Sexual
Rights Initiative, REGENERATE. The ceremony,
hosted at the French Embassy in Thailand, was
honored by the esteemed presence of H.E. Mr.
Jean-Claude Poimboeuf, Ambassador of France to
Thailand, underscoring a pivotal partnership
dedicated to advancing gender equality and sexual
rights throughout the region.

The launch of the REGENERATE Project marks a
pivotal moment in advancing gender justice and
sexual rights in the Asia Pacific. As partners unite to
confront systemic inequalities, APCASO and its
collaborators are poised to drive meaningful
change, ensuring that no voice is left unheard in the
pursuit of health equity.




About APCASO: APCASO is a regional civil society network
organization that serves as a catalytic platform for advocacy and

community strengthening for health, social justice, and human rights il

for key, vulnerable, and marginalized communities in Asia and the

Pacific. We work with civil society and community-led organisational APCASO
partners in the region and beyond to promote people-centered, rights- R han e

based approaches to health policy and practice.

About KHANA: Khmer HIV/AIDS NGO Alliance (KHANA) (est. 1996 and
registered and recognized by the Ministry of Interior in 2000), is a
leading Cambodian non-governmental organization dedicated to
improving public health by providing HIV, TB, prevention, care, and . /9
support services at the community level in Cambodia. KHANA also OKHANA
specializes in the field of integrated sexual and reproductive health, o’

family planning, maternal child health, viral hepatitis, NCD response, KHMER HIV/AIDS NGO ALLIANCE
and livelihoods programming. Its Vision is to ensure community

ownership and empowerment so that all people have equitable access

to high-quality HIV, TB, and other health services, and sustainable

development opportunities.

About SCDI: The Centre for Supporting Community Development
Initiatives (SCDI), a Vietnamese non-for-profit scientific and technology
organization established in 2010, works with marginalized and
vulnerable populations in Vietnam, including people who use drugs
(PWUD), sex workers (SW), men who have sex with men (MSM),
transgender people (TG), people living with HIV, vulnerable children
and adolescents, prisoners, ethnic minority groups. SCDI aims to
improve their quality of life through technical assistance,
communication, innovative community-based interventions and service
provision and advocacy.
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About SWING: Established in 2004, the Service Workers In Group

Foundation (SWING) protects the health and rights of sex workers, e
expanding its services to include all genders and orientations.
Operating centers in Bangkok, Pattaya, and Koh Samui, SWING offers s I
educational programs, health workshops, and a unique Police Cadet

Community Involvement Programme. This initiative has successfully
improved police understanding and reduced arrests, fostering better
relations in sex work communities.

About L'initiative: L'Initiative is a French mechanism that works hand

in hand with the Global Fund to accelerate the fight against major

pandemics and help countries improve access to quality health

services for their populations. L'initiative supports local and national /\ L INITIATIVE
stakeholders to implement catalytic programs that drive improvements )

in health policies and practices. L'Initiative operates in a limited

number of eligible countries, working in close cooperation with

national authorities, communities, and stakeholders in the global

ealth ecosystem. % .
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